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"Between Past and Present: French, English, and American Etching 1850- 
1950," an exhibition at The Cleveland Museum of Art opening March 15 and 
running through June 26, will explore the response of artists to the social 
and industrial change and conflict of that period. The prints in the exhibition 
span one hundred years, during which Romanticism in art, with its emphasis 
on pastoral moods and the picturesque in nature, met with the progress and 
mechanization of a new age. 

Two basic themes emerge in the prints of the period and are readily 
visible in the exhibition: the relationship between country and city and the 
juncture of past and present. It was these interrelated concerns with 
environment that led some artists to seek escape from change, creating views 
of simpler, more tranquil, times and places, while at the same time others 
sought out and recorded the mixture of past and present in the changing form 
of the city. 

The 49 prints in the exhibition have been drawn from the Museum 1 s collection. 
Associated American Artists in New York, and the College of Wooster, Wooster, 

Ohio. 

Among the 11 artists represented the works of two Frenchmen, Charles 
Meryon (1821-1868) and Maxime Lalanne (1827-1886), and the American printmaker 
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John Taylor Arms (1887-1953) are of particular importance to the theme of the 
exhibition. Meryon produced architectural and cityscape etchings that are 
among the most compelling images in the nineteenth century. He gave expression 
to the character of his times, and his work is rich in the imagery of past 
and present. Maxime Lalanne was one of the rare nineteenth-century printmakers 
whose etchings treated both country and urban views. His special forte though 
was the city image. Arms' works in the exhibition, concentrating on architectural 
themes and motifs, are prime examples of how the Romantic past was continued 
into the present. Other printmakers of note featured in the exhibition are 
Fdlix Bracquemond, French (1833-1914) and James McNeill Whistler, American 
(1834-1903). 

The prints in the exhibition and the artists who executed them generally 
reached a peak of popularity during the 1920' s and 1930's. The works were 
collected not for their intrinsic qualities, but because audiences nostalgically 
idolized the cities or countryside they portrayed. It is only recently that 
they have been rediscovered as images capturing a dying past and documenting 
a rapidly changing present . 

The exhibition is presented in cooperation with the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Cleveland, where the show will be displayed after the Museum exhibition closes. 
The exhibition will be in the classroom level exhibition area. A 72-page catalog, 
prepared by Dr. Gabriel P. Weisberg, Curator of Art History and Education and 
Ronnie Zakon, an instructor in the Department of Art History and Education, 
will be sold for $3. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact David Patterson, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



